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The Science Educator

DR. REZBA HONORED FOR 
SCIENCE EDUCATION CONTRIBUTIONS

VCU School of Education emeritus faculty member and 
director of VCU’s Center for Life Sciences Education 
Richard J. Rezba, Ph.D., has received the Beverly Orndorff 
Award for Exceptional Service to Public Understanding of 
Science.

Dr. Rezba, a former School of Education professor of sci-
ence education in the Department of Teaching and Learn-
ing, is only the third recipient of the award, which is 
not given annually. It is named after a retired Richmond 
Times-Dispatch science and medicine writer.

A news release from Virginia Gov. Timothy M. Kaine’s 
ofýce stated that Dr. Rezba ñis nationally known for creat-
ing innovative and entertaining ways to teach science. His 
work inþuences teachers and students alike.ò 

The announcement also cited his leadership role in devel-
oping ñSecrets of the Sequence,ò a series of free, down-
loadable videos about how the genomic revolution affects 
all aspects of life.

During his 40-year career Rezba has raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in grant money for science teacher educa-
tion.

Two of Dr. Rezbaôs books ï ñStudents and Researchò and 
ñLearning and Assessing Science Process Skillsò ï are in 
their 4th and 5th editions respectively. 

As director of VCU’s Center for Life Sciences Education, 
Rezba is at the helm of numerous outreach programs that 
serve the public, teachers and students throughout Virginia 
and the United States.

Dr. Rezba and other recipients of this year’s Scientists and 
Industrialist Awards were introduced to the General Assem-
bly and received their awards at a banquet at the Science 
Museum of Virginia. 

The Richard J. Rezba Scholarship in Science Education was 
established upon his retirement from the School of Education 
in 2003.

Dr. Richard J. Rezba (standing 4th from left) and other recipients of this year’s Scientists and Industrialist Awards were introduced 
to members of the General Assembly. Dr. Rezba received the Beverly Orndorff Award for Exceptional Service to Public Under-
standing of Science.

Article and photo by Mike Frontiero, VCU School of Education.
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From the Executive Director,   March 07

The editorial staff of the Journal of Virginia Science Educa-
tion (JVSE) is now preparing the second issue, which will 
be posted on www.vast.org on April 16, 2007.  The VAST 
Board of Directors and Journal Task Force are very pleased 
with the positive response to the ýrst issue, which focused 
on the theme ñStanding on the Shoulders of Giants.ò The 
secondðfocusing on the theme ñScience for All Virgin-
iansòðseems to be generating comparable activity and in-
terest among Virginia’s science educators.

Since the publication of the ýrst issue, the Task Force and 
editorial staff members have reached out to make sure that 
the Journal can be accessed through a variety of venues. 
VAST is especially pleased that the Library of Congress, af-
ter putting the Journal through an extensive review process, 
has decided to accept issues of the Journal as a part of its 
collection. 

A wide range of articles by a variety of Virginia science 
educators arrived by the February 1st deadline. Teams of 
science educators from around the state are now reviewing 
the articles and recommending revisions. 

Articles under consideration for this issue include several 
in-depth looks at ways to enhance teachersô abilities to reach 
students who often do not ýnd a place for themselves in the 
typical science classroom. Articles on practical, research-
based ways to draw English-language learners, girls, and 
others into the world of science will be of special interest to 
many of the Journal’s readers. As well, this issue includes 
articles focusing on  earth science, chemistry, data analysis, 
nature study, learning opportunities for teachers and com-
munity-based learning, among other topics.

			   Susan Booth
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From the President

Hopefully you have all made the VAST Professional 
Development Institute (PDI) part of your individual  
professional development ýve-year plans with your 
school divisions.   If you have, there may be funds in 
your division’s NCLB budget to fund your attendance.  
Check and see now, because, as Andy Jackson mentions 
in his article, there may be funds from this school year 
that can be ñspentò for the November PDI conference.  
Because the ýeld trips and workshop options have not 
been worked out, the registration form will not be avail-
able until the next newsletter (sooner on the web), and 
because you may want to put your request in to your 
division now, I am providing the fees that were set at 
the March Board meeting: 

• Early Bird Registration: $130
• Early Bird Presenter Registration: $109
• Standard Registration: $160 (for registrants and pre-

senters after the cut-off date)
• Student Registration: $60  (students will have the op-

portunity to get a $25 credit by providing volunteer ser-
vice at the PDI, details next issue)

This year your PREregistration fee includes the Fri-
day evening celebration at Busch Gardens.  This event 
will be a unique opportunity to combine professional 
development opportunities with our celebration of the 
400th Anniversary of Jamestown.   Details of the eve-
ning can be found in Andy Jacksonôs article elsewhere 
in this issue.   The Board has made every effort to keep 
registration costs down, but the hotels have not been 
very accommodating.  For those of us who purchase the 
box lunches to save time in a busy conference schedule, 
you know that $25.00 is quite expensive. They actually 
cost VAST more than what you are being charged.  As 
further examples of what VAST has to consider when 
setting the fees: Did you realize, based on an average of 
the last three conferences, 

• a pot of coffee has an average cost to VAST of  $21.50 
per cup?

Å an average ñreceptionò costs VAST  $11,750  or $16.78 
per attendee ?

Å an average continental breakfast buffet costs VAST  
$12,670  or $18.10 per attendee?

Å audiovisual equipment costs VAST an average of  
$3,400?

In addition to the hotels, another signiýcant expense 
relates to speakers.  They cost VAST from nothing 
to $25,000, the average being  about $5,000.   Please 
rest assured that we will continue to work very hard 
to provide the very best professional development ex-
perience at the best price possible.   

The excitement of travel to a distant city to attend a 
professional conference may entice you, but you will 
get a better conference, at a more reasonable cost, 
right here in Virginia.  And, I can speak from experi-
ence - lots of it!   Plan to attend the VAST PDI  No-
vember 8-9-10, 2007. I can guarantee that it will be 
worth the cost of admission

Keep your eye on the national scene.  There is an ac-
tive push in the works to include SCIENCE  as an AYP 
measurement under NCLB.  This will provide school 
districts with the incentive to increase (in some cases 
restore) time allotted (and monies spent) for science 
instruction, and it has the potential to increase fund-
ing for science professional development.

Very soon you will be receiving your newly revised 
membership cards, enclosed with the card will be a 
questionnaire.  It has been seven years since VAST 
polled the membership and it is time that we heard 
back from you.  Please take the time to answer the 
19 questions, and return it to me.  The results will be 
published in the newsletter, and will be used by the 
Board as we continue to work on our ýve-year goals.   
We can serve you best when we know what needs you 
have, and what concerns you.

Have a good end to this school year  and MAKE time 
to relax! 

Sincerely,

Donald W. Foss, President

Don


