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ARLINGTON, Va. — May 19, 2008 — The National Science 
Teachers Association (NSTA), the largest professional organiza-
tion in the world promoting excellence and innovation in science 
teaching and learning, today announced that Dr. Francis Eberle, 
executive director of the Maine Mathematics and Science Alliance 
(MMSA), will serve as the association’s new executive director. 
He succeeds Dr. Gerry Wheeler, who will retire after 13 years with 
the association.

	 Eberle was selected by the board of directors after an ex-
haustive nationwide search that involved hundreds of candidates 
from around the country. He will take the lead at the end of Au-
gust.

 	 “Francis brings tremendous passion, leadership, and ex-
perience to this position,” said John Whitsett, president, NSTA. 
“We are pleased to be joined by such a distinguished and accom-
plished leader in the science education community, who shares the 
association’s commitment to improving and enhancing science 
teaching and learning for all.”

 	 Throughout his career, Eberle has served the education 
profession in many different capacities. Prior to joining MMSA in 
1993, Eberle taught middle and high school science, served as an 
adjunct instructor at the University of Southern Maine, founded 
and directed the STAR Science Center, and served as president 
of the Maine Science Teachers Association (MSTA). Additionally, 

he has served on several boards, advisory groups, and commit-
tees for a variety of state and national organizations, including the 
National Association of State Science and Mathematics Coalition 
(NASSMC), the Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence 
(COSEE), and the Maine Space Grant Consortium (MSGC).

 	 Eberle’s leadership activities also include co-authoring a 
series of books entitled, “Uncovering Student Ideas in Science,” 
and serving as principal investigator or co-principal investigator 
on six National Science Foundation (NSF) grants and two state 
Math and Science Partnership (MSP) projects. An NSTA member 
since 1976, Eberle has also contributed extensively to the associa-
tion, having presented numerous sessions at regional and national 
conferences and publishing several articles in NSTA journals.

 	 Eberle has also been recognized for his service to science 
education. He is a recipient of MSTA’s Philip Marcoux Memorial 
Award for outstanding service to science education and was rec-
ognized by the Maine Department of Education with its Alan M. 
Argondizza Award for outstanding service to elementary science 
education.

 	 Eberle holds a doctorate in educational studies from Les-
ley University, a master’s degree in educational psychology from 
the University of Connecticut, and a bachelor’s degree in science 
education from Boston University. 

Francis Eberle 
New Executive Director of the National Science Teachers Association

Arlington, VA, June 2, 2008—On June 1, Page D. Keeley, senior 
science program director at the Maine Mathematics and Science 
Alliance (MMSA), began her one-year term as president of the 
National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), the largest profes-
sional organization in the world promoting excellence and innova-
tion in science teaching and learning.

	 “Page is a well-respected leader in the science education 
community,” said Gerry Wheeler, executive director, NSTA. “We 
are incredibly fortunate to have her skills and guidance, as well as 
her immense passion for quality science education at NSTA.”

	 An active member of the science education community 
for over 20 years, Keeley is well-known for her leadership and 
dedication to quality science teaching and learning. In addition to 
having taught science for 15 years at the middle and high school 
levels, Keeley has worked as a research assistant in immunogenet-
ics at the Jackson Laboratory, served as a science literacy leader in 
the Project 2061 Professional Development Program, and worked 
as an adjunct instructor at the University of Maine. Since 1996, 
Keeley has been employed at MMSA, focusing on program de-
sign, professional development, and publications in the areas of 
teacher leadership, science instruction, standards, mentoring and 
new teacher support, and formative assessment. Additionally, Kee-
ley is currently a principal investigator on two National Science 
Foundation (NSF) grants.

	 Keeley’s other leadership activities include serving as the 
president of the Maine Science Teachers Association (MSTA), an 
NSTA district director, and serving two elected terms on her lo-
cal school board. She has worked on several science education-
related committees, including the Maine Educational Assessment 
Advisory Committee, Boston University’s Microcosmos Advisory 
Committee, the TERC Eisenhower Regional Alliance Advisory 
Board, and NSTA’s Professional Development Standing Commit-
tee, among others. Keeley has also authored several books and 
published material in NSTA journals.

	 In 1999, Keeley became a National Academy for Science 
and Mathematics Education Leadership Fellow. Her other awards 
and accomplishments include receiving the Phil Marcoux Memo-
rial Award for outstanding service to science education in Maine 
in 1997, AT&T Maine Governor’s Fellow for Technology in 1994, 
the Milken Foundation National Distinguished Educator Award in 
1993, and a Presidential Award for Excellence in Secondary Sci-
ence Teaching in 1992.

	 Keeley earned a bachelor’s degree in life science, with a 
pre-veterinary concentration, from the University of New Hamp-
shire and a master’s degree in science education from the Univer-
sity of Maine.

Page D. Keeley Takes Helm as 
2008–2009 President of the 

National Science Teachers Association
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Africa: The Serengeti is a giant screen safari into the “last great 
place on earth”—the Serengeti plains, a place where life and 
death dramas are played out daily within the most important 
animal sanctuary on earth. A heart-pounding chorus of hooves 
and the sight of wildebeests as far as the eye can see introduce the 
audience to the spectacle that few humans have ever witnessed, 
the Great Migration. The film is a tribute to those ungainly, 
clown-like animals as they set out on their year-long odyssey, 
accompanied by countless zebras and gazelles. Many have made 
this trip before; for the young it is their first journey, for others it 
could be their last.
 
The Serengeti has also been called the cradle of humanity. One of 
the most famous archeological sites on earth is located in Olduvai 
Gorge, near the Ngorongoro Crater. Viewers will journey into the 
Gorge and learn of the 2 million-year-old human fossil discovered 
there and also of the people who now call this area their home – 
the Maasai. They were once the most formidable warriors of East 
Africa, but now they live the more peaceful life of family and 
tending cattle while still maintaining their unique customs and 
traditions.
 
Dramatic and beautiful as Africa: The Serengeti is, it is the ending 
that is the most memorable. A wildebeest calf is born and must 
rise and walk within five minutes of birth, or be abandoned. After 
several heart-wrenching attempts, the calf finally finds his legs 
and trots off to join his mother, giving the much-needed affirma-
tion that even on the great plains of the Serengeti, life is indeed 
more powerful than death.

 Produced by Graphic Films Corporation and distributed by the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science, Africa: The Serengeti has 
won four film industry awards and has been nominated for several 
others.
 
Africa, the Serengeti meets Virginia Science Standards of Learn-
ing: K.6, 1.7, 2.5, 2.7, 3.4, 3.6, 3.10, 4.5, LS.4, LS.7, LS.8, LS.9, 
LS.10, LS.11, LS. 12, BIO.8, BIO.9; and Virginia Social Studies 
Standards of Learning: WHI.10, WHII.5, WG.2, WG.3.
For showtimes, visit www.smwv.org or call 540/342-5710.
 

About the Science Museum of Western Virginia
The Science Museum of Western Virginia is an independent, 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization located in downtown Roanoke at 
Center in the Square. 540/342-5710. On the web: www.smwv.org
 
The Science Museum of Western Virginia is nationally accredited 
by the American Association of Museums. During its 38-year 
history, the Science Museum has served millions of visitors, 
strengthening education and economic development throughout 
the region. Through hands-on exhibits, programs, and wide-screen 
films, the Museum nurtures lifelong learning and a greater under-
standing of science and technology among visitors of all ages.
 
In November 2006, the Science Museum announced a major 
Reinvention plan which will completely transform the Museum’s 
exhibits and programs over the next five years. The Science 
Museum is actively seeking funding toward its Reinvention goal, 
including its goal to match the Carilion Foundation’s challenge 
grant by September 15, 2008.

Africa: 
The Serengeti

Science Museum of 
Western Virginia 

MegaDome Theatre

August 1, 2008  to 
March 15, 2009

 
Drama and beauty: 

giant screen film 
presents the wildlife 

of East Africa 

(Roanoke, VA)—Travel with the wildebeests from Tanzania to Kenya and back, a journey of over 500 miles which is cap-
tured in the giant screen film Africa: The Serengeti. The film, which opens in the Science Museum of Western Virginia’s 
MegaDome Theatre on August 1, is narrated by James Earl Jones and features the lions, elephants, giraffes, zebras, 
monkeys and other incredible species that inhabit the plains of East Africa.
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August-September 2008,        AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA 
What’s Up? Night Sky Observations (planetarium show). Catch the very latest images from the great observatories of the 

sky: the Hubble Space Telescope, Compton Gamma-Ray Observatory, Chandra X-Ray Observatory, and Spitzer Space Tele-
scope. These images are followed by a look at the constellations and planets visible in the current night sky in this 15-minute 
show. Included with exhibit admission.

Through September 5 	 -  Grand Canyon Adventure (IMAX® DOME film) Set against the majestic backdrop of the Grand 
Canyon, Grand Canyon Adventure takes you on an exhilarating river-rafting adventure down the Colorado River. Meet 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a world-renowned environmental activist dedicated to water conservation and river restoration, and 
Wade Davis, the eminent anthropologist and writer. The film documents their journey as it raises awareness of water man-
agement and conservation to global crisis and individual responsibility.

Through  September 1  - Kung Fu Panda (IMAX® DOME film) Meet Po the panda bear. He dreams of becoming a kung 
fu master. Can he make his dream come true? Stars in this animated feature-length film include Jack Black, Angelina Jolie, 
David Cross, Seth Rogen, Lucy Liu, Jackie Chan, Dustin Hoffman and Ian McShane. $10

Through  Jan. 4  -  Science Unplugged (exhibit) Lift a 100-pound anvil with your finger. Build and walk across a Roman arch. 
Discover basic construction as you build a dog house.

Through Oct. 26   -  Roving Mars (IMAX®DOME film) Join two intrepid non-human travelers on an out-of-this-world jour-
ney in this Walt Disney Pictures giant screen film. Spirit and Opportunity are on a mission. These rovers are beaming back 
data from Mars. Their images show you a Red Planet humans have never experienced. $8.50

Through Oct. 26   -  Hubble Space Telescope: New Views of the Universe (exhibit). Crash a virtual comet into Jupiter. 
Arrange star clusters from oldest to youngest. Explore black holes, planets and galaxies through the lens of the Hubble Space 
Telescope.			 

2500 West Broad Street, Richmond  -  (804) 864-1400 · 800-659 1727

Science Museum of Virginia

http://www.smv.org/

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of officers for election at the VAST Annual Meeting, 
Saturday, November 15, 2008, at the Hampton Roads Convention Center.  Elected officers will begin their terms 

January 1, 2009.  Nominating Committee: Don Foss (Chair), David Hagen, Jimmy Johnson
For President Elect (2009) (will become President in 2010)
		  Juanita Jo Matkins ..............................................................  Yes    No  
			   Juanita Jo is employed as a Science Education Professor at the College of William 
			   & Mary; she currently serves VAST as Vice President.  She lives in Williamsburg.
For Secretary (2009-2011)
		  Sandy Pace  .......................................................................  Yes    No
			   Sandy is employed as a Science Instructor at Rappahannock Community College;
			   she currently serves VAST as Secretary.  She lives in Gloucester.
For Director, Region 2 (2009-2010)
		  Jan Tyler  ..........................................................................  Yes    No
			   Jan is employed as the Science Education Manager at Jefferson Labs, Newport News; 
			   she currently serves VAST Director of  Region 2 and Registrar.  She lives in Quinton.
For Director, Region 4 (2009-2010)
		  Connie Skelton  ..................................................................  Yes    No
			   Connie is employed as Instructional Specialist with Arlington County,;
			   she currently serves VAST as Director of Region 4.  She lives in Arlington.
For Director, Region 6 (2009-2010)
		  Sonya Wolen  .....................................................................  Yes    No
			   Sonya is employed at the Danville Science Center (Science Museum of Virginia), 
			   she currently serves VAST as Director of Region 6.  She lives in Danville.
For Director, Region 8 (2009-2010)
		  Celeste Paynter  .................................................................  Yes    No
			   Celeste is employed as a teacher at the Governor’s School of Southwest Virginia; 
			   she currently serves VAST as Director of Region 8.  She lives in South Hill.

        If you will not be     
present at the Annual 

Meeting during the PDI, 
please cast an absentee 

ballot.  
Deadline for receipt 

of   ballots is November 
7, 2008.  Return your 
completed ballot to:

Donald Foss, 109 St. 
Ives Rd., Charlottesville  

VA  22911

                 BALLOT    -----------    Virginia Association of Science Teachers, Inc.
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AIMS Education Foundation
P.O. Box 8120
Fresno, CA 93747-8120
aimsed@aimsedu.org
www.aimsedu.org/

Associated Microscope, Inc.
P.O. Box 1076, Elon, NC 27244
www.associatedmicroscope.com/

Bio-Rad Laboratories
Bio-Rad USA
Life Science Research
www.bio-rad.com

Bowman Environmental Services, LLC
3170 Beaumont Farm Road
Charlottesville,	 VA    22901

Dominion Microscope Inc of VA
2670 Bumpass Road, 
Beaverdam, Va. 23015

Earth Foundation
5401 Mitchelldale B-4, 
Houston, TX 77092
ceverage@earthfound.com

Fisher Scientific
4 Country Manor City
Red Lion, PA 17356

Many thanks for the support of science education by our Corporate Benefactors and Corporate 
Members.  Please support them when making your educational purchases.  

VAST Corporate Benefactors

Eduware, Inc.
50 Elm Street

Huntington, NY   11743
www.eduware.com

Flinn Scientific
P.O. Box219, Batavia, Il 60510
www.flinnsci.com/

Frey Scientific 
12284 Sherborne St, 
Bristow, VA 20136
www.freyscientific.com

Glencoe/McGraw-Hill
2 Penn Plaza
New York, NY 10121
www.mhprofessional.com

LaMotte Company 
802 Washington Ave
Chestertown, MD 21620
www.lamotte.com

Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
12109 Waterford Way Pl, 
Richmond, VA  23233
www.mhschool.com/

McDougal Littell, Inc.
1009 Wheatland Rd
Buchanan, VA 24066
www.mcdougallittell.com

Peoples Education
P.O. Box 513
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
peopleseducation.com

Pearson Learning Group
145 South Mount Zion Road
P.O. Box 2500
Lebanon, IN 46052
www.pearsonlearning.com/
Science Museum of Virginia
2500 West Broad St,Richmond, VA 23220
www.smv.org/

Texas Instruments
P.O. Box 650311 m/s 3919
Dallas, TX   75265
education.ti.com

Thomson/Brooks-Cole Science
14217 Howlett Line Dr.
Colonial Heights, VA  23834

Vernier Software & Technology
13979 SW Millikan Way
Beaverton, OR 97005
www.vernier.com

Virginia Junior Academy of Science
2500 W.Broad St. Richmond, VA 23223
www.vjas.org/

Virginia Space Flight Academy
7300 Kearsage Cr,
Wallops Island,23337
www.va-spaceflightcenter.org/

West End Media
P.O. Box 1331
Williamsburg, VA   23187
www.westendmedia.com/

VAST Corporate Members

VCU Life Sciences
P.O.Box 842030

Richmond, VA 23284
www.vcu.edu/lifesci

Virginia Space Grant Consortium
600 Butler Farm Rd. S-200, 

Hampton,VA
www.vsgc.odu.edu/

Busch Gardens Europe/Water Country in USA
One Busch Gardens Blvd.

Williamsburg, VA 23187-8785
www.buschgardens.com
www.buschgardens.org

Virginia Naturally
Department of Environmental Quality, 

PO Box 1105, Richmond, VA
www.VaNaturally.com

Delta Education
80 Northwest Blvd
Nashua, NH 03063

www.delta-education.com



Below you will find several dues options - renew your membership today. A membership card will be mailed.
Members get free admission to the Science Museum of Virginia & VMNH, &  four issues of The Science Educator.

New Member  p     Membership Renewal p  Membership Update p (Email & address or name changes)

 Name (first-last): _______________________________________________ HOME PHONE: ( _____) ________________

 Home Address: _____________________________________________ E-Mail Address ____________________________

 Address (city) : ________________________________________________________ State :_____  ZIP: ________________

 School District (city/county/private) or Company _________________________________________________________
   
 School Name:_____________________________________   Are you a Point-of-Contact (BaP) for your school? _______
 LEVEL (circle one) :   Elementary  -  Middle  -  High  -  College  -  Supervisor  -  Business  -  Full-time Student
 SPECIALTY/CERTIFICATION (circle all applicable):
Biology/Life Sci. - Chemistry - Earth Sci. - Elementary - Envi.Sci. - Physics/Physical Sci. -Other
 DUES (2006+): 	A)  One (1)  year  …………..     $  25.00   p 	 B)  Three (3)  years  …..............…...…  $  60.00 	 p
	 C)  Life Membership ............	  $ 200.00  p	 D)  FULL-TIME student .....................  $  10.00 	p  
             	 E)  Retired VAST member ...  	$  10.00    p	 F)  One year Corporate Membership. $ 150.00 	p
	            G)  1 year Corporate Benefactor $500.00 p  	 H) Voluntary contribution to Eduware “First Timers”
									         Awards:  Amount: __________
Corporate members & Benefactors receive a 20% discount on Advertising & Exhibitor Fees. (www.VAST.org  for details)        
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM - WITH YOUR  PAYMENT TO:           Please make checks out to VAST.

Treasurer  Jimmy Johnson,  12141 Winns Church Rd,   Glen Allen,  VA,  23059  •  804-752-7727
59.

Virginia Association of Science Teachers, Inc.
MEMBERSHIP FORM

The VAST dues-year runs from January  to January

Immediate Past President 
Donald Foss
109 St. Ives Road	
Charlottesville, VA  22911 
hm. 434-973-3709
fossd1@comcast.net

President 
Andrew Jackson 
190 N. Blue Ridge Dr	
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540-433-3010
ajackson@harrisonburg.k12.va.us

Vice - President 
Juanita Jo Matkins  
624 Yanceyville Rd,   
Louisa, VA 23093    
540-894-4991           	
jjmatk@wm.edu

Secretary
Sandy Pace
7617 Compromise Hill Rd.
Gloucester,  VA  23061
Hm  804-693-5936
space@rappahannock.edu

Editor,  Science Educator
Jean  Foss        
109 St. Ives Road
Charlottesville, VA  22911
Hm.   434-973-3709
VASTeditor@mac.com

Executive Director
Susan Booth
134 Twin Lake Circle
Newport  News, VA 23608
Hm (757)-874-3349 
Fax  (757)-874-3349 
susanscience@msn.com

2008 VAST Leadership

VAST Regional Directors:
Director, Region 1,  Jackie McDonnough
               804-321-9310
                 jtmcdonnough@vcu.edu
Director, Region 2,  Jan Tyler  
                804-932-9838        
	 tyler@jlab.org
Director, Region 3,  Jean R. Young    
    	 804-633-0315 	
	 jyoung@spotsylvania.k12.va.us
Director, Region 4    Constance Skelton
	 703-241-8396 
	 cskelton@arlington.k12.va.us

Director, Region 5,  Chuck Pace             
	 434-973-9579
	 cpace@k12albemarle.org
Director, Region 6, John McLaughlin
	  Botetourt Co. Schools
 	  jomclan1@vt.edu
Director, Region 7,  Diane Tomlinson
           	 276-889-4421   
              dtomlins@russell.k12.va.us
Director, Region 8, Celeste Paynter 
	  434-447-3030
	  celestepaynter@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Jimmy Johnson 
12141 Winns Church Rd	
Glen Allen, VA	 23059
hm 804-752-7727
leafmold@aol.com

President - Elect
Eric    Pyle      
1027 Toppin Blvd   
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540-574-0483
pyleej@jmu.edu 

Moving????

Be sure to let VAST 
know your new ad-
dress.  The post office 
will not forward our 
3rd class Newsletter. 
Please email Maria 
Cooper, Membership: 
maria.cooper@pps.
k12.va.us

Aug 1, 2008



Next Deadline for The Science Educator 
for articles, letters to the editor, or labs is:        
Dec 10, 2008

VAST is a nonprofit organization by educators for educators. 
  • Affiliated with the Virginia Math Science Coalition
  • A  State Chapter of the National Science Teacher’s Association

109 St. Ives Rd.
Charlottesville,  Va.  22911

Our Mission:      VAST is a comprehensive educational organization dedi-
cated to the nurturing and advancement of superior science education.

PLease update any changes in your P.O. or email addresses by sending in a new membership form as an update.  P.O. will not forward the newsletter.

Science Reading from the Science Specialists

• Nonfiction books with full-color photos 
and illustrations

• Over 50 titles for grades K-8

• Skillbuilders for grammar, writing and 
vocabulary practice

Get your FREE
catalog today!

800-258-1302
www.deltaeducation.com/dsr
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